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 Join Us
Join the League of Women Voters of Santa Monica

Our Mission
The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.
Diversity Policy
The League of Women Voters of Santa Monica in both its values and practices, affirms its belief and commitment to diversity and pluralism, which means there shall be no barriers to participation in any activity of the LWV on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin or disability.
	February 2011
The new year is off to an excellent start.  At the January Program Planning meeting we maintained our support for all current positions at the state level, recommended an update of our position on initiative and referendum in preparation for education and action and requested greater education and action in the areas of state finance, mental health and water policy.  Our input will be considered, along with other Leagues state wide at our Convention in Ventura May 13-15.  More information at http://ca.lwv.org/lwvc/issues/index.html.

 

February events include our Lunch with the Mayor on Feb. 12 (see below to reserve NOW),  and the book talk with Joe Mathews at the Main Library Auditorium on Feb. 17.  In March we are looking forward to the Women Who Shape Santa Monica reception on March 24th and an information and consensus meeting for the L.A. County study of the Jail System March 19th.  All interesting, informative and a part of being involved in the communities we live in.

 

As I continue to be involved in our national study of The Federal Role in Public Education I am again reminded of how much I gain and learn from League membership.  Another member commented this week that the more she puts into League activities, the more she gets out of it.  There are opportunities for everyone, depending on their time and interest.  An opportunity now to join the Jail Study Committee as they prepare for consensus, others to help upgrade our website, do publicity for upcoming events, and more.  Just let us know or, better yet, talk to us at lunch next Saturday.

California Redistricting Commission Feb 10-13
Claremont College  

The California Redistricting Commission is holding public meetings at Claremont College.  Click here for more information and/or to sign up for updates.

Luncheon with the Mayor - Sat, Feb 12
Saturday, February 12 at 11:00 a.m.
Sheraton Delfina, Penthouse Level, 530 Pico 

You are invited to join us for lunch and a discussion with our Mayor, Richard Bloom in this lovely room with a view.  Hear what is planned for the next fiscal year and share your questions and concerns.  Cost is $30.00.  Free parking at the hotel.  



 or mail your check to LWVSM, P.O. Box 1265, Santa Monica, CA 90406.  Payment must be received by Feb. 7.  

 

California Crackup - Thurs, Feb 17
California Crackup - How Reform Broke the Golden State And How We Can Fix It  
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Join us Thursday, February 17, at 7:00 pm at the Santa Monica library to hear co-author Joe Matthews discuss this new book, which provides a new way of thinking about the state's governance and fiscal problems and offers a new approach for getting California out of its current crisis.  For more information about the book, click here.

This event is co-sponsored by LWVSM and the Santa Monica Public Library, 601 Santa Monica Blvd., and will take place in the Martin Luther King auditorium.  A book sale and signing will follow the program.

CAN YOU BALANCE THE BUDGET?
California Budget - Get Involved 

In passing Proposition 25, simple majority vote for the budget, voters showed they want to see reform, but there's more to do. The state's budget deficit has gotten bigger and bigger. 

 

There are a couple of ways you can get involved:

1.  Try your hand at balancing the budget at the Next 10 Budget Challenge, an interactive game that helps you understand the difficult choices that need to be made.  Fun and informative.  When it asks "how did you find out...", enter "LWV"; it helps the League maintain a strong voice in the continued improvement of the site.

2.  The League is getting ready to work on State finance - and we need your energy and ideas. We have a new listserv to talk about state budget reform. League members can join the state budget listserv and get in on the ground floor. 

 

Jean Ross, Executive Director of the California Budget Project, gave a very interesting presentation at the LWV/LAC ILO meeting Saturday.  To put some of the budget figures into perspective, the current deficit is $25.4 billion; the cost of all higher education is $10.6 billion, and the criminal justice system is another $10 billion.

 

For more facts and figures about State government, 

Click here for the 98-page CalFacts brochure--a veritable goldmine!

From CA Dept. of Water Resources
DWR releases climate change achievements brochure, poster
DWR's climate change achievements have been released as a brochure and poster.  These materials summarize key projects and strategies in both mitigation and adaption, as well as policy implementation and guidance for water management in a changing climate.  The department's climate change website can be found here.

 

Locally, Santa Monica is in pretty good shape water-wise.  Read more...  We hope to have a meeting on this issue in April. 

League of Women Voters of Santa Monica
P. O. Box 1265
Santa Monica, CA 90406
Phone: 310-692-1494
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